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IN THE UNITED STATES PATENT & TRADEMARK OFFICE 

In the Application of 

Michael Joseph CASSANI et al. 
Serial No.: 10/626,236 
Filing Date: July 24, 2003 
For: Charitable Investment Fund 

INFORMATION DISCLOSURE STATEMENT PURSUANT TO 37 CFR 1.56. 1.97 
AND 1.98 (WITHIN 3 MONTHS OF FILING OR PRIOR TO 
FIRST OFFICE ACTION) 

Mail Stop Amendment 
Commissioner for Patents 
P.O. Box 1450 
Alexandria, VA 22313-1450 

Dear Sir: 

In accordance with 37 CFR 1.56, 1.97, and 1.98, Applicants request the 
Examiner to make of record the documents listed on the attached PTO/SB/08 form. 
Copies of the listed non-US documents are also enclosed. In accordance with MPEP 609, 
the Examiner is requested to initial each document listed on the attached PTO/SB/08 
form in the space provided, make a copy of the initialed form, and return the copy to 
Applicants' attorney . 

Applicants also request the Examiner to consider and make of record the 
copending U.S. application listed in the attached Table entitled "Copending U.S. Patent 
Applications." A copy of the copending application listed in the attached Table is 
enclosed. In accordance with MPEP 609, the Examiner is requested to initial the 
copending application listed on the attached Table in the space provided, make a copy of 
the initialed Table, and return the copy to Applicants' attorney . 
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The Berkshire Hathaway news release dated July 3, 2003 describes a program that 
began in 1981 (see the third line of the release). The Berkshire Hathaway Question and 
Answer sheet (although undated) relates to the same program that was available prior to 
Applicants' priority date of March 14, 2002. Similarly, it is believed that the Marsh 
Supermarket and Naperville Sun articles describe programs that were available prior to 
Applicants' priority date of March 14, 2002. 

This submission does not represent that a search has been made or that no closer 
art exists and does not constitute an admission that each or all of the listed documents are 
material or constitute "prior art." If the Examiner applies any of the documents as prior 
art against any claim in the application and Applicants determine that the cited 
documents do not constitute "prior art" under United States law, Applicants reserve the 
right to present to the office the relevant facts and law regarding the appropriate status of 
such documents. 

Applicants further reserve the right to take appropriate action to establish the 
patentability of the disclosed invention over the listed documents, should one or more of 
the documents be applied against the claims of the present application. 

This paper and the enclosed documents are being submitted in accordance with 37 
CFR 1.97(b), i.e., within three (3) months of the application filing date or prior to a first 
Office Action on the merits. Therefore, no fee is believed to be due. 



Respectfully submitted, 

For: Michael Joseph CASSANI et al. 



By: 




Donald E. Hasse 



Attorney for Applicants 
Registration No. 29,387 
(513) 229-0383 



Customer Number 26868 



August 6, 2004 
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